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PREACHED BEFORE THE 


BRITISH UNION LODGE 


O F 
FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS, 


AT THE PARISH CHURCH OP 


St. Many Tower, in Irswicn, 


On THURSDAY the 24th of JUNE, 17795 


Being the Feſtival of St. Jon w the Baptiſt, 
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By the 1 V. * b E RN ARD, A. B. 


Curate of GREAT e Effex. 


To which 1s annexed, 
A*'CHARGHE and ADDRESS, 


U-on the Inveſtiiure ard InftaIment 


Of a Right Worſhipful Maſter, and the reſt of the Officers. 


Ma 
21 


mn Eft inviolabile Nomen. 


— 
— — a — 


1 


PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, BY c. PUNCHARD, 


' BOOKSELLER IN THE BUTTER-MARKET, 2779. 


Pd 


4 


. 
K * 


2 = 
The Worſhipful the MASTER, * 
The W AR D E N S, 
And the reſt of the BRRTHREN 
| OT TUO 


Britiſh Union Lodge, 


Regularly conſtituted i in the Town of Ir s dio 


x, 


Worſbipful Sir, and Brethren 15 


ee IN £ E reaſon is an improveable Raa N 
I S f ty in its non-age for ſeveral Nears ,—and ; 
09 fince the ſoul as well as the body comes in 
« 3 to the world naked, and unfurniſh'd, whatever tends 10 1 
I embelliſo and adorn, (however ſmall the tendency) muſt 

be uſeful and ornamental: Luder this ſanftion, and 
ander the patronage of your reſpectable names, the Author 
den ures to launch his litile barge upon an ertegſve 6— 
cean ;—and preſumes. to bope, with however ſevere 2 
ont, eriticiſm or cenſure may fill the Jail, that the hind \ 
altention paid him by you, and his numerous friends will - 
prevail, and after a proſperous voyage, * him to ob 
Lain. fafe ne, | 


A condi 


I 
| 
: 


——F— .w!—— OS — 
; * 


11. (iv ] 
A ab an impartial enquiry into its being his 651 ; 
Publication, in connection with the 1 he was 
under of ſufferins it to ma le its appearance, muſt apolo- 
gize for his vanity, and for his not f ing the thought 
in the very hour of birth an obligation no other, than 
the very particular ana earns pe queſt of you, and his 
ol her brei ren. — 4 requeſt, which he thought, He was 
Bound to grant, as a Jma!l tribute for the uu honor 

as then conferred upon him.” 


However, ſhould it * as means of illuſtrating the 
great,-—the rela ive duties of Maſoury—of enhancing a 
die regard and lem for the rules of our ancient and 
honorable ſo ieh and 07 Helling (what is much to 
be wiſhed for) a fieadier, and cloſer attention in the dij- 
charge of thoſe reſpective offices, which Maſonry demands 
from: ber profeſſ rs. be end, which the author had in 
vierte ith be "fully anſwered : *—The following diſcourſe, 
Beigg meant to make appear, the beauty he harmo- 
ny—and"the-intrinfic - value, of 1h:/e graces and chriſ- 
tan virtues, which compoſe the Maſonic building ;— 
70 make appear, ha all words and aftioxs, Tohich are 
Aeſtructibe to chriftianity—morality—and civil govern- 
ment, are repugnant to the beauty, and hat monitus order 
of ouf fraternal ſcciety Ana, that if any wicked, pro- 
fitate, ard licehticus "perſons. Fave through the negli- 
gence f woatchmen crept unart ares inio our dignified 
building of brutkerſy love—roncerd—and charity : that, 
then 1 14 70 * is"to be 1 with them ;— 
„„ that, 


CW" 

that, they are 10 be deemed as falſe brethren—as, falſe 

to their truſt, as well as diſobedient, and d;loyal to 
Feſus Chriſt, the grand maſter and builder ;—the chief 

corner ſtone of the Chriftian church. 


Theſe dune, the Author has only to woiſh, tut 
thoſe graces and virtues of Charity— Friendſhi pg 
Brotherly Love—Relief, and Truth; zwhich equally. 
adorn the church of Chri , and the Maſonic building 5— g——_ 


may ever be found to ſhine with luſtre, not only among 
the Members of the Lodge at Ipſwich 3 but in every 


regular and well-conflitutea Lodge, wher eſoever eftabl, Med 
3 the empires of the known world. I am, 


Worſhipful Sir, and Brethren, 
Your molt nnn 
And moſt Sincere, nd. 
Faithful Brother, 


Valentine Lumley Bernard. 
Great Holland, „„ e Eat 
July 20, 1779. 5 | 
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Robert Button, ditto 
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Mr. Daniel Brown, Walton 
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Mr. James Cole, C. Holland 
Mis B. Cole, ditto 
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Mr. Cyp Colcheſter, dit. 12 copies 
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John Croſs. 7horpe 
Edward Clarke, ditto 
Joſeph Cole, ditto 
Abraham Cutting, ditto 
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Capt. Robert Cole, Th/wich 
Mr. John Chamberlain, dit. 2 cop. 
Thomas Cobb, ditto, 2 copies 
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put Cleave, Surgeon, ditto 
Peter Clarke, ditto 
Martin Crooks. ditto 
Richard Campin, Shelly 
James Carpenter, Roydor 
Thomas Cooper, Capel 
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2 copies 
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Henry Cook, ditto 
Nathaniel Coal, ditto 
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Thomas Cole, Manningtree 
Robert Canham, Beaumont 
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Mr., Thomas Cooper, Tringinhoe 
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Nathaniel Cutting, Mix 
Samuel Cook 
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Mr, Take Davey, 6. Holland 
William Drake, Ipſwick 
Samuel Dale, ditto, 4 
Joſeph Deane, G. Bentley 
Joſeph Dawſon, ditto 
Thomas Dixon, Colcheſter, 
Thomas Diaper, I. Clacton 
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4 | copies 
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Mr. William Daniels Thorpe le Soken 


2 copies 
Samuel Draper, Kirby- le. Sofen 
Henry Draper, ditto 

ames Day, Ieeley 
Miſs Sarah Dean, G, Clafon 
Mr, William Dennis Walton, 2 cop 

John Draper, Arby 

James Daniels, 7 horpe 
Samuel Draper, Jun. Kirby 

| Joſeph Dawſon, G. Bentley 
John Dennis, Beaumont, 2 Ps 


Shearman Davis, St, Ofyth . 
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N 215, Harwich, 6 copies 
_ George Finer, Thorpe 
Jacob Elfey, ditto 


Mrs. Sarah Eaſtee, ditto 


[Mr. John Engliſh, Frinton 

John Evans ” G. Clacton 
William Field -- A G. Clacton 
Mr. Benjamin Fox well, Iþjwich, 


Ne 214, 2 copies 
William Field, Trimley 


Manningtree, 2 copies 
Robert French, L. Wenham 


Edward Fieeman, Tpfwich 
John Fiſher, 6. Holland 


Thomas Fiſher, Walton 

Robert Farrington, ditto 

| John Finer, ditto 

John Ford, G. Holland 

Thomas Ford, ZL. Clacton 

John Fiſher, ditto 

Mrs, Mary Field, Wivenhoe 

Mr. John Fenn, ditto | 

James Feedam, G. Clacton 
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Mrs. Gough, ditto 
Miſs Gough, ditto 


Mr. John Goſlin, Colcheſter, I. W 
Lodge No, 64 


Rev. Dr. Gough, Wrabneſs, 5 cep 


T. T. D'Oyley, ſurgeon, ditto, 


Mr. William Enefer, M. of Lodge : 


R. A. & 0 W. of Lodge FE: 
jeremialf Foaker, Surgeon, of 
John French, ditto, 2 copies 


— Folkard, 7. horpe- le-Soken | ö 
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General Green, Claydon, 2 cop. 
John Gibſon, Colc ieſter 
John Gooding, Ipſwich 
Henry Gallant, ditto | 
Joſeph Gibbs, Organiſt, ditto. 
5 Griffith, Norwnch 
Jaſper Gaymer, IL. Clacton 
Edward Goodwin, ditto 
James Goodwyn, G. Holland 
Thomas Griſt, ditto 
Daniel Green, ditto 
John Gage, Roydon 
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Thomas Gall, Walton 


1 Mrs. Bridget Goodall, Wivenhoe 


Capt. Daniel Harvey, 
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Mr. William Garwood, St. Ofyth 


Thomas Green, Thorpe 
Thomas Gaymer, Beaumont 
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Mr. James Hews, ditto, 20 copies 


Edward Hayward, ditto 
Jonathan Hogg, ditto 
John Hill, Thorpe 
Philip Hempſon, ditto 
John Hailes, ditto _ 

George Harris, ditto 
William Holbrow, Dedham 

ohn Ham, G. Holland | 
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James Howard, ditto 
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John Howard, ditto 
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ohnſon, Kirby 
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Rev. William Leake, Wivenhoe © 
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Richard Letch, Colcheſter 

John Long, Miſtley, 2 copies 

William Leech, ditto 
Edward Lugar, Wivenhoe 
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Thomas Martin, St. Ofyth 
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Rev. 
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N, B, Thoſe Subſcribers Names, which do not appear in this Lift, are defired 


? 


to impute the omiſſion, to want of timely notice, 


—— — — — 


E11 
CarrsT the Foundation of his Church, 


Eph. ii. 20. Pſalm cxviii. 22, 23. II Peter ii. 4, 74 


E H O LD the ſure foundation ſtone 
$- „ Which God in Zion lays, 
% To build our heayenly hopes upon 
“ And his eternal praiſe, 


« TRR faithleſs builders, ſcribe and prieſt, 
4 Reject it with diſdain ; 
Vet on this rock, the church ſhall reſt, 
ce And envy rage in vain. 
% WHAT tho” the gates of hell withſtood ? 
Let muſt this building riſe ; 
« Tis thy own work, Almighty God, 
« And wond'rous in our eyes.” 


mere. | 
Chriſtian Charity. 


LES T is the man, whoſe ſoft'ning heart 
Feels all another's pain 
To whom the ſupplicating eye 
Was never rais'd in vain. 


Whoſe breaſt expands with generous warmth 
a A ſtranger's woes to feel; 
And bleeds in pity o'er the wound, 
, He wants the power to heal. 


HE ſpreads his kind ſupporting arms 
To every child of grief; 

His ſecret bounty largely flows, 
And brings unaſk'd 1elicf, 


—_ 823 
To gentle offices of love 
His feet are never ſlow; 


He views through mercy's melting eye, 
A brother in a foe. 


Eo rn 5 


The Wiſdom of Go D in his Works, 


0 N GS of immortal praiſe belong 
To my Almighty God ; 

He has my heart and he my tongue, 
To ſpread his Name abroad. 


How great the works; his hand has wrought | 
How glorious in our ſight! 

And men in ev'ry age have ſought 
His wonders with delight. 

How moſt exact is Nature's frame! 
How wiſe th' eternal mind! 


His counſels never change the ſcheme 
That his firſt thoughts defign'd. 


Nartvrz and time, and earth and ſkies; 
Thy heav'nly ſkill ' proclaim : 
What ſhall we do, to make us wile, 
But learn to read thy name? 


To fear thy power, to truſt thy grace; 
Is our divineſt ſkill; 


oy he's the wiſeſt of our race, 
That beſt _ thy will, 


The 


The Prayer. 


E T us pray, for the univerſal church of Chriſt, eſptctally 
that reformed part. of it, to which we belong And, herein 
r our ſovereign ld George by the grace of God. of Great. Bri- 
tain, France, and Ireland, Ring Defender of the Faith, — over 
ail perſons, and in all caufes, eccleſ ioftical and civil, throughout ls 
domuntons—ſupreme. For our E rag; Qucen Charlotte, s royal 
tizkneſs George Prince of Wales, and all the royal famly. For 
the minifter s of God's holy word and ſacraments the moſt reverend 
the archbiſnops, the right reverend the biſhops, (particularly Philip 
ford bifhop of this diocęſe) the priefes, and deacons—for, his Ma- 
nefly s met honorable brio council for, the nobility, gentry, and 
magifiraty of this realm, (and in particular for all thoſe, who 
bear any magiſterial office in this ancient borough) that they may 
all in tier ſeveral ſtations, have the glory of God, and the public 
good ever in view, confidering the account they muſt one day give 
of the talents reſpectively rommitted to their truſt, And, that, 
there never may be wanting a conſtant ſupply of fit perſons to 2 
charge the weighty offices of church nd ſtate, let us beg the Divine 
blejing uber all ſchicols and ſeminaries of uſeſul learning, and re- 
ligious education, eſpecially the two umoverſuties of this kingdom, 
that in them whatever tends to promote true reli. gion and rea 
goodneſs may with” unceafe ing care be cultiva ted. —Lafily, let us 
pray for the whole people of this land, that they max live in the 
Proſeſſi n and practice of Chiri tis true religion in the fear of 
God, in due obedience to the government eſt abli fed in church and 
tate, and in brotherly love, and chriſtian charity one with a= 
nother. Having thus preferred our frayers to. the throne of grace 
let us now {as in duty bound) acknowledge with the deepeſt thank. 
fulneſs, the mercits of God, from time to lime beſtowed upon us — 
Let us praife him for our creation, preſervation, and all the blej- 
 fings of this life : — but, above for all lis mneſumable love in the re, 
demption of the world by our /ord Jeſus Chrift, jor the means of 
grace —and for the enlive ning hope of future, and everlaſting glo- 
17. Let us alſo pro fe him, for all his fervan's departed this life 
in has true faith and fear; humbly beſeeching him to give us grace, 
fo to follow their good example, that with tliem we may be partakers 
of a joyful reſurrection to life eternal e 7 heſe imper felt petitions let 
us offer up to the throne of grace, in and thro" the merits and me- 
- giation of Jeſus Chriſt, £4 in infonite condeſcenſion and compaſ. 
ſion to our manifold infirmtits, has further tau ht and commanded 
us, when we pray, - to ſay Our Father, which art, &c. Amen, 


St. Pauls to the EPHES. II. 20, 21, 22, 


Verſe 20, N are built upon the 5 of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 1 the 
chief corner-ftone ; 

21, In whom all the building fitl ly framed * 

Feoꝛceih unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22, In whom ye alſo are builded together, for an ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit. 


— 


\ V EN the Great, the Almighty Ar- 
chitect, firſt uttered his uncontroulable 
298 Fr Ar, the light was inſtantaneouſly di- 
* vided from the darkneſs ; and having there by cauſed 
a diviſion of the waters, which as then compoſed 


the face of the deep, he erected a ſpacious firma- 
ment on high :—and, by an aſſemblage of the wa- 


ters beneath, he cauſed dry land to appear, upon 


which he put the appellation of earth. The great 
work of creation thus began, equally aſtoniſhing in 
the beginning, as the continued formation thereof. 
Next by his command, the earth brings forth every 
thing ſerviceable for the uſe of man, thro* the be- 
nign influence, the invigorating heat and warmth 
of thoſe glorious luminaries, which he next placed in 
the firmament of heaven—the ſun to rule the day— 
the moon to rule the night. This ſun, this ruler of 
the day, tho” fix'd in an immoveable poſition, ſave 
round his own axis, gives licht and heat at different 
B 3 times 


1 
times to different paits of the globe by the annual 
and daily revolution of the earth; ſo that in thoſe 
beautiful words of the pſalmiſt— * Nothing is 
& hid from the heat thereof.“ — And that the earth 
might receive ſome light when turned from the ſun, 
he gave to her the moon, for a conſtant attendant, 
affording thereby reflective light. — Thro' the ſame 
Almighty power are the planets alſo bid to go their 
eternal round, tho? in different orbits : infinite wiſ- 
dom, having thus adjuſted this wonderful variety of 
movements, without the leaſt confuſion.— The hea- 
ven and the earth thus adorn'd ; the one, with ſun, 
moon, and ſtars, a a ſpangled and a gilded train, 
forming a glorious canopy: — the ober, with innu. 
merable donations for the ſervice of man,— * © the 
waters bringing forth abundantly after their kind,” — 
the winged fowl alſo, thoſe inhabitants of the open 
firmament after his kind, —and the © earth, cattle, 
and. creature after their kind :—the heaven and the 
earth, I ſay, thus adorn'd—thus enrich'd with ſuch 
a profuſion of good—thus beautified with ſuch or- 
der and harmony—and made a ſeat of ſuch magnifi- 
cence and grandeur,—the next ſtep the all-wiſe God 
takes, is, the formation of man—the lord--the 
owner of all theſe, the maſter-piece of the whole, 
Accordingly in his own image God formed man, 
and by breathing into his noſtrils the breath of life, 
man became a living ſoul. An ancient prophet 
(ſays Philo) treating of the formation of the mate- 
rial world, being aſked if any thing was then want- 
ing to compleat ſo glorious a work - gave for anſ- 
were? Nothing but ſome rational being to have 
; dominion.” 


a Pla'm xĩx. 6. b Genefis i. 21. C 24. 
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dominion.” This however, his own exiſtence prov- 
ed, the Almighty had effected Ves! man was 
placed in this ſtately fabric to perform his appointed 
taſk and work. Here ended the great work of the 
creation, the Almighty having firſt declared his 
approbation thereof: * © God ſaw every thing that 
c he had made, and behold it was very good.” 


Tas pillars of the earth thus formed—the foun. 
dation of the world thus laid, we have a proſpect of 
the vaſtneſs and immenſity of his empire, which 


hath no other limits than thoſe of the univerſe ; his 


adorning the dry land is a ſpecial mark of his wif- 
dom and providence, — and his binding the ſea, that 
unfixed element, in a girdle of ſand, which it can- 


not break—and his reſtraining it from overflowing . 


us © with an hitherto ſhalt thou go and no farther,” 
—and his making it beneficial in the intercourſe and 
mutual ſupplies of the moſt diſtant nations; cannot 
but cauſe us to ſay with the prophet Jeremy, 
© There is none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art 
4 great, and thy name is great in might.” 


Bur man thus created in innocence thus fort n- 
ed in the image of God, ſoon fell from his exalted 
ſtation; and thro” {in became mortal. Still the ray 


cf the Deity, the expreſs Image, immers'd, as it is, 
in a tabernacle of clay, has propenſions too ſtrong 
to be confined in that limited cell, the body: for 


by an irreſiſtible tendency to its proper centre, it 
paſſes the limits of the material world, and ſeeks 


for further knowledge in the travels regions of , 


endleſs ſ pace. 
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THAT the ſoul of man, thus upon the ſtretch of 
thought, may then be led to uſeful knowledge, is 


certainly a great, a laudable emolument upon any 


ſociety whoſe ſtudies promote this great end -hoſe 
tendencies are to implant in the human mind, and 
by gradual improvement to make known to it, a 
due knowledge of its extenfive duty both to God 
and man; and this, I take upon myſelf to ſay, is 
the very foundation upon which, the Fabric of 
Maſonry ſtands, 

In ſpeaking to the text, and its ſeveral parts, 
which holds forth to our view, an holy temple—e- 
ven the ſtately ediſice Chriſtianity ; I mean to make 
ſuch compariſons as are conſiſtent with the rules of 
our order, between thoſe materials, which compoſe 
the Chriſtian edifice, and thoſe, which compole 
the ſuperſtructure of Maſonry—2nd ſhew from ſcrip- 
ture, and natural reaſon, that the cement of the ones» 
cements the other; that the law 8, the re; rular; ity, and 


the harmony of the one, coincide and agree with 


the other; and that thoſe virtues and graces which 
beautify, ornament and adorn. the one; beautify, 
ornament, and adorn the other alſo.—In ſhort, thar 


they are pares paribus, reſpect had to relative du- 


ties; and the one by means of revealed religion hav. 
ing augmented and beautified the other, 

IT may be aſked, What purſuit can be more 
noble than that of virtue? What motive more en- 
gaging than the practice of juſtice ? Or what ſchool 
more inſtructive, than that, which teaches an eluci- 


dation of ſymbolical myſteries tending to embelliſn 
and adorn the rough and unadorned mind? And 


where 


e 
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together; 


1 
where we may ſeek in order to find? I anſwer in 
Maſonry; for in its repoſitory, every figure, cha- 
racter, and emblem, has a moral tendency, and 
ſerves to enforce the practice of virtue. 
Bur let us touch briefly upon the text, and ob- 
ſerve of what materials this noble edifice is built. 
Sa1inT Paul here compares the church of 
Chriſt to an edifice or ſtately building, f“ Ye are 
« built upon the foundation of the apoſtles and pro- 
«© phets.” A fimile this, which holds forth to us, the 


affinity of the good and virtuous to God ; for what 
can be more cloſely united, or cemented together, 


than the poliſhed ſtones of a building. And his 
calling this edifice an holy temple, cannot but re- 
mind us of that famous and unparall el'd temple, 
built by king Solomon ; which was ſpacious and 
magyvificent; and conſtructed by ſuch a numerous 
band of celebrated artifts—and for the better and 
more ſpeedy raifing of which Solomon ſent to Hi- 
ram king of Tyre for aſſiſtance, and for materials; 
which being granted 8 © there was peace between 
Hiram and Solomon, and they two made a league 
and of conſequence their ſubjects alſo 
becarfie united. Which material temple was a 
type of this; the durableneſs, the richneſs, and the 


intrinſic value of the materials thereof, being finely 


emblematical of thoſe permanent virtues and graces, 
which ſhould afterwards adorn the Chriſtian church; 
the foundation of which is no other, than the apoſ- 
tles and prophets—not perſonally them but their 


virtues, their pure doctrines, and unblemiſhed lives 


H, 


f Epheſians ii, 20. g I. Kings v. 12, 


2s God's. 


. 

x, the ſpotleſs Lamb of God, being the chief 
corner ſtone. And, as in order, no one apoſtle 
has a priviledge in this work above another; ſo e- 
ven now, are all true and good evorꝶmen, all faithful 


diſpenſers of his word and myſteries, ornaments and 
ſupports in carrying up this noble ſuperſtructure; 


b 5e In whom all the building ficly framed together, 
“ groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord“ hav- 
ing its members by faith firmly joined to Chriſt, as 
the fundamental pillar ; being joined one to another 


by brotherly love, by the bond of charity, and by 


perfect unity thus cemented together, becoming 
the ſtrength and beauty of the building. In ſhort, 
this edifice by daily growing thro' freſh ſupplies of 
grace, at length becomes © an holy temple unto 
God, an habitation thro' the ſpirit ;”* wherein 
now, (as in the material temple of old, built by 
Salomon) God may manifeſt his Divine preſence, 
and through the ſanctific ation of the ſpirit may have 


a temple, a ſpiritual dwelling, and be there perpe- 


tually worſhipped, gloified, and ſerved. —Agreca- 
ble hereto the fame apoſtle to the Corinthians, — 
3 © What know ye not that your body is the tem- 
6 ple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you; which 
& ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For 
“ ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
„ God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which are 


Ul 


AR p as this building is compoſed of ſuch ma- 


terials as are elect and precious, fo alſo is the ſocie- 
ty and fellowſhip of thoſe maſter- pieces of God's 


freation, who at appointed times meet for ediſicati- 
| on; 


kh Ezhefians ii. 21, 1 I Corinthians vi. 19, 22% 


— 

. 
on; wh mort to inſtruct themſelves in their duty 
to God and man, to enforce by exhortation and ex- 
ample the great duties of religion, — to pay a due 
reverence to Almighty God, and his divine eſtab- 


liſhed laws, —faithfully to adhere to every ſocial 


virtue, —and by diligence and ſtudy to aim at com- 


ing nearer and nearer to the ſtandard of perfection. 


In ſuch collective bodies, and communities of men 


will Chriſt alſo appear: and they become his friends 
by thus performing thoſe things he has command- 
ed them k Ye are (ſays he) my friends, if ye 
& do whatſoever I command you.” And again, 
& Verily, verily I ſay unto you, whereſoever two 


ec or three are gather'd together in my name, I 


& will be in the midſt of them.“ 


Bur to proceed, as in Chriſtianity every virtue 
ſhines with luſtre, and its votaries thereby become 
good and true men, beautiful and ornamental pil- 


lars :—fo in Mafonry, (I need not ſay before this 


honorable fraternity) that every noble, every in- 
ſtructive leſſon is forcibly inculcated ;-—In the 
firſt place a due contemplation of, —and religious 
veneration for, — the true ſource of all happineſs, — 

the grand author of exiſtence,—the ſupreme go- 
vernor of the world ; — the Alpha and Omega ;— 

the one perfect and unſullied beauty. Next, the 
divine attributes flowing down to our contemplati- 
on, as in ſo many channels from this river of God ; 
comprehending our reſpective duties, firſt to him, 
as our Almighty Creator; and next to our fellow 


_ creatures, as being of the ſame ſtock and lineage 


with 


K St, John xv. 14 I St, Matthew xviil, 29, 


—— 
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with us. — = * By this (ſays our Saviour) ſhall all 
te men know; that ye are my diſciples, if ye have 


ec love one to another.“ 


« BrornuerLy Lovs,” © RELIE T,“ and 
ce TRU TE,“ are the e cements of our build- 


ing. 
THE Grit of theſe heathen us, to regard the 


| whole world as one family; each one indifcrim1- 


nately, as created by one and the ſame Being ; con- 
ſequently ſent into the world, to aid, ſupport, and 
protect each other, —hereby, as in a mirror, we 
may diſcern, that the various conditions of human 
life carry with them the great deſign of an-all-wiſe 


Creator in bringing us to himſelf. — And that every 


creature's lot is intended by him to complete this 
univerſal harmony. By methods unſearchable, God 
works upon the various diſpoſitions of men; who, 

by moving in their reſpective ſpheres, are each con- 
ducive to the happineſs of others. This admirable 


mixture in the human fabric—this blending toge- 


ther of the ſeveral conditions of human hfe—this 
cauſing of every man's felicity to depend upon each 


other - being not only directed, but endeared there- 


to, by his Brother's caſe “ demonſtrales, that we 
are all of us, bound by indelible obligations, fo 
to conſider the prede ſtinated end, as to adapt our 
deſigns and actions to the occurring circumſtances 
of them; and, ſo to employ thoſe talents we are 


ſeverally entruſted with, as may be moſt conducive 
to the common good. In this light, Maſonry unites 


men of different languages and nations, — and brings 
home 


m St, John xiii 35. 


#2 
home thoſe, who aforetime wander'd in the bye- 
paths of ignorance and incredulity. 

RELIEF is allo a Chriſtian duty. To relieve 
the diſtreſſed is a duty incumbent on all men, but 
in a very particular degree incumbent on the 
Maſon ; as linked to his Brother by an indiſſoluble 
chain of unſullied affection! What, men and 
brethren, can be more godlike, Than to put on 
« bowels of compaſſion towards the neceſfitous”— 
© Than to mourn with thoſe that mourn” “ To 
« ſooth the miſerable, to take a part in their ca- 
© Jamities”—*©To ſympathize with the widow, to 
ce wipe the tear from off the face of infant woe” — 
and by every poffible exertion of mind and ſoul to 
reſtore peace and tranquility to their troubled minds 
— this virtue which adorns the church of Chriſt, 
beautifies alſo the Maſonic building, 

AGAIN, Truth is a divine attribute. And truth 
is the foundation of this ſociety a foundation up- 


on which we endeavour to SQUARE our actions 


and to regulate and LEVEL our conduct; and hy- 


pocriſy is unknown to us, which was a diſgrace to 


Chriſtianity, when it firſt made its appearance. No 
individual in this ſociety, if he acts up to the dignity 
of his reaſon, can be either an Infidel or a Deiſt; 
for all are bound to be good, juſt, and true, know- 
ing that prophaneneſs, vice, and immorality, are 
equally deſtructive to the very Genius of Maſonry, 
as to that of Chriſtianity, If ſo, in what can we 
better endeavor to reſemble the Deity, the firſt cauſe 


of all things, than * In doing good,” and © In 


ſpeaking truth,” Neither, is temperance or 
| 5 fortitude 


i 
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[| 
| 
: 


Lp I 


fortitude - prudence or juſtice, left out of our L IN 


of conduct; No! Neither they, nor any other 
moral or ſocial virtue, which can adorn the mind of 
its profeſſor: but all are noticed: all are illuſtrated; 
Maſonry countenances an error in no individual: 

theſe are the badges we wear: by theſe ſhall all 
men know, that we are the friends of God4—the 


| diſciples of Chtiſt—and the promoters of that w bich 


is good amongft the children of men. 


LEr us then maintain what we profeſs, that 
ſince all good men as followers of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles are the different cements, which under 
God compole the glorious ſtructure of Chriſtianity ; 
ſo, that this our building may daily raiſe its head 
—obtain ſtrength in its pillars—beauty to ornament 
it —regularity and order in its different parts—and 
at length become like the temple of Solomon, the 
wonder and admiration of the world; let us, I ſay, 
keep up to the tenets of our honorable profeſſion ; 


Jet us all a& with diligence, and with diligence uſe 
his talent towards promoting this great, this deſira- 


ble end. And fince Maſonty is founded on no o- 
ther baſis, than that of truth; let us all adhere to 


truth, let us all cultivate true friendſhip; and pro- 


mote endeai ing happineſs—the chief conſtituents— 
the very eflence of civil ſociety, 


MorzoveR, as every ſtudy, as every ſeperate 


affair muſt gain progreſſion in knowledge, by affi- 


duity, and by aiming to obtain: fo this ſcience in- 
cludes alſo, every branch ot polite literature. Aid- 
ed by this ſcience ; the Aironomer ſoars from planet 
to planet, and quickens his progreſs from world to 

world 


„ 

world, till his mind is loſt in infinite ſpace the 
Geographer enables himſelf to encompaſs the whole 
globe—the Painter diverts his ideas by ſome plea- 
fing landſcape, ſome ſteep place or ſilent grot— 
the Poet expreſſes himſelf with ſtrength of beauty 
and ſublimity of ſentiment—the Mathematician forms 
numbers of figures and uſes curious inftruments— 
the S/a!uary views in a rough piece of marble, a 
beautiful ſtatue the Geometrician raiſes edifices 
and buildings, magnificent, beautiful, and well 
proportioned : in a word, each Adept gains im- 
provement, and ALL together form a code of 
calm and even labors, of innocent and embelliſh- 
ing amuſements. 


By it, as I hinted before, we are taught a reve- 
rance for the Deity, the grand architect of heaven 
and earth, in whom we live, we move, and have 
our being, and in whom all our actions center: by 
confidering of whom in this grand light, the plan- 
etary orbs are to be meaſured, and in traceleſs re- 
gions of the fixed ſtars, new diſcoveries are to be 
made ; In truth, Aſtronomy is by no means a vague 
ſcience, No! there we cannot but read the wiſ- : 
dom, ſtrength, and beauty, of the Omnipotent 
Architect in thoſe ſublime pages the ſtarry element : 
and while employed in reading, we cannot but per- 
ceive unparallel'd inſtances of wiſdom, power and 
goodneſs ; and in eyery corner trace the glorious 
author by his works, It is a ſcience which the 
greateſt Heroes from the beginning of the world 
have taken pleaſure to ſtudy and improve: ſo that 
it was always eſteemed as a ſcience fit for Kings and 

C2 Emperor 
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Emperors to employ themſelves in. Well there- 


fore might a Heathen ſage make this remark, I 


mean the Roman orator Cicero, that, Nothing 


* was more eyident, nothing plainer, when we 
% look up to the heavens and contemplate the 
& bodies there, han that there is a Deity of moſt 
& excellent wiſdom, who governs them.” 


To conclude : leaving this and other elevated 
leſſons of Maſonry, not as now to be diſcuſſed; 
let us briefly adviſe a particular adherence to thoſe 


other ; which tho' more intelligible, yet by no 


means leſs important: and let us as becometh 
men, particularly as Maſons, be cloathed with the 
robe of charity, the chief of every ſocial virtue, 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of our order: let 


us make it the rule to direct us in all things for 
it is a virtue ſo neceflary—ſo important a good 


ſo ſupremely defireable,—that to it, all things we 
propoſe to ourſelves in this world, ſhould tend like 
ſo many lines to the centre. —Unzed by this bond, 
our ſociety muſt ever flouriſh ; and animoſity give 
place to peace and good-fellowſhip ; . Let us 
& eſchew evil and do good—-let us ſeek peace and 


© enſue it“ let us aim at perfection in the moral 


man ; at reformation in the immoral, if any ſuch 
have crept unawares into our ſociety ; being ſenſi- 
ble that if any one diſbelieves a Providence, he is 
an immoral man—that his faith is wrong, that 
therefore his life aud actions cannot be right: re- 
meinbering alſo, that one or more wicked, profli- 
gate and licentious members in any ſociety, ought 
| | | „ not 


n I Peter iii. 11. 
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not to caft any ſevere, unjuſtifiable reproaches up- 
on that inſtitution ; inaſmuch, as if this was the 
caſe ; * The glorious ſuperſtrufiure of Chriſtianity it* 


« ſelf would have its blemiſhes, would be expoſed 10 


* cenſure:”? and if this ſhould ever happen to be 
the caſe, that then it behoves us to mark with a 
peculiar odium, ſuch as violate our laws, and in- 
fringe upon good order; and, if mild endeavors 
will not 1eform their lives, nor anſwer the bene- 
ficial purpoſes intended by us; that then we may 
properly enough make uſe of the Apoſtle's caution, 
in not ſpeaking evil of them, in not having any 
<« fellowſhip with them,” thus ſhall we maintain 
the dignity of our order thus ſhall we deeply diſ- 
play Maſonry in its meridian luſtre—thus ſhall we 
keep up to the tenets of the Chriſtian religion, and 
as we have the greateſt of Beings for our Creator, ſo 
ſhall we alſo pay him the nobleſt adorations. 


FINALLY, keeping in mind, that wiſdom can 
never be the object of ridicule, nor friendſhip and 
ſocial delights that of reproach, —let us as becometh - 
Men, Chriftians, and Maſons, ſtudy to cultivate 
virtue, and give all aligence to add to our faith— 
knowledge—temperance—-patience—godlinefs-—brotherly 
kindneſs, and charity—that, * Our light may ſo 
*s ſhine before men, that they may ſee our good 


« works, and together with us, glorify our Father, 
** who is in heaven.“ 


© St. Matthew v. 35 A 
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I, 
H E ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue ether'al ſky : 
The ſpangled heavens—a ſhining frame, 
Their great original proclaim. 5 


Th' unweari'd ſun from day to day 


Does his Creator's pow'r diſplay; ; 
And publiſhes to ev'ry land, 
The work of an Almighty hand. 


* 


As ſoon 's the evening ſhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wond'rous tale ; ; 


And nightly to the liſt'ning earth, 


Repeats the ſtory of her birth. 

Whilſt all the ſtars which round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, | 
Proclaim the joyful tidings as they roll, 
And ſpread the truth from pole to 1 


FT bh 
FJ het, tho" in ſolemn ſilence all, 


Move round this dark terreſtrial ball > 


hal, tho' no real voice or found, 

Amid their radiant orbs be found ? 

In reaſon's ear they ALL rejoice, 

And utter forth a 6Lokriovus, voice! 

For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 

The RAR p, which made us, is DIVINE. 


He 
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To the Right H the Worſhipful Maſter 
of The # £ * * Lodge of 


FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS, 


Ia the * * a on the Feſtival of St, John the Baptiſt, 


Right Worſhipful Sir, 


TD Y the unanimous voice of the Members of 
| this Lodge, you are elected to the Maſter- 
ſhip thereof for the enſuing half year; and I have 
the happineſs of being deputed to inveſt you with 
this enfign of your order; be it ever in your 
thoughts, that the Ancients particularly held this 
ſymbol to be be a juſt, a ſtriking emblem of the di- 
vinity. They ſaid, the Goss who are the authors 
of every thing eſtabliſhed in wiſdom, ſtrength and 
beauty, were properly repreſented by this figure, * 
May you, worthy Brother, not only conſider it as 
a mark of honour in this aſſembly, but alſo, let it 
ever remind you of your duty both to Gop and 


MAN, —And as you profeſs the ſacred volume to be 


your ſþiri/ual TRESSEL board, may you make it 
your particular care to ſquare your life and conver- 


ſation according to rules and defigns laid down 
therein, | a Not 


12 Vide Proclus in Euclid, Liber xi. Def, 5 and 247 
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' You have been of too long ſtanding, and are 
too good a member of our community, to require 


now any information in the duty of your office, 
What you have ſeen praiſe worthy in others, we 


doubt not you will imitate ; and what you have 


ſeen defective, you will in yourſelf amend, 


Wx have therefore the greatelt reaſon to expect, 
you will be conſtant and regular in your attendance 
on the Lodge faithful and diligent in the diſcharge | 
of your duty: and, that you will make the ho- 
nor of the ſupreme Architect of the univerſe, and 
the good ef the Craft, chief objects of = 
regard. 

WE likewiſe truſt, you will Pay a punctual " 
tention to the laws and regulations of this ſocietys 
as more particularly becoming the dignity of your 
ſtation ; and that you will at the ſame time require 


a due obedience to them, from every other mem- 


ber, well knowing that without this the beſt of laws 
become uſeleſs. 


Fon a pattern of imitation, conſider the great 


luminary of nat ure, which riſing in the Eaf, re- 
gularly diffuſes light and luſtre to all within its 
circle. In like manner it is your province, with 
due decorum, to ſpread and communicate light and 
inſtruction to the Brethren in the Lodge. 


Fon the knowledge we already have of your 
zeal and abilities, we reſt aſſured you will diſcharge 
the duties of this important ſtation in ſuch a man- 
ner, as will greatly redound to the honor of your - 
ſelf, as well of thoſe members over whom you are 
elected to preſide. 

AN 
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ADDRESs to the ſame Lo pd E, 

| IMMEDIATELY 


Aſter the InvesriruRE and INSTALMENT Of 


the * of the OFFICERS. 


1 Brethren, 


FLATTER myſelf there is no Maſon of 
[ my acquaintance inſenſible of the ſincere regard 
I ever had, and hope ever to retain, for our vene- 
rable inſtitution; certain I am, if this eſtabliſhment 
ſhould ever be held in ſmall eſteem by the Mem- 
bers, it muſt be owing to the want of a due ſenſe 
of the excellence of its principles, and the /alutary 
laws and ſocial duties on which it is founded. 


Bor ſometimes mere curioſity, views of ſelf- 
intereſt, or a groundleſs preſumption, that the 
principal buſineſs of a lodge is mirth and entertain- 
ment, hath induced men of looſe principles and 
diſcordant tempers to procure admiſſion into our 
community, this, together with an unpardonable 
inattention in thoſe who propoſed them to their 
lives and converſations, have conſtantly occaſioned 
great diſcredit and uneaſineſs to the Craft, ſuch 
perſons being no ways qualified for a ſociety fornded 


upon wiſdom, and cemented by morality and chrſti- 
an love. 


D | Tuba: 


LR. 3 

Tugnxkrok let it be your peculiar care to 
pay ſtrict attention to the merit and character of 
thoſe, who, from among the circle of your ac- 
quaintance, may be defirous of becoming members 
of our ſociety, leſt through your inadvertency, the 
unworthy part of mankind ſhould find means to in- 
troduce themſelves among you, whereby you will 
diſcourage the reputable and worthy. 

SELF-Lovx is a reigning principle in all men; 
and there is not a more effectual method of ingra- 
tiating ourſelves with each other, than by mutual 
complaiſance and reſpect, by agreement (with each 
other) in judgement and practice. T his makes ſocie- 
ty. pleaſing, and frien _ durable; which can never 
'be the caſe, when men's principles and diſpoſitions 
are oppoſite, and not adapted for unity, We muſt 
be moved by the ſame paſſions, govern'd by the 
'fame 7nchinations, and moulded by the ſame morals, 
before we can pleaſe, or be pleaſed in ſociety, No 
Community or place can make a man happy, who is 
not furniſhed with a temper of mind to reliſh felici- 
ty. The zwiſe and royal grand maſter Solomon tells 
us, and experience confirms it, that, “ the light is 
ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it is to behold the Ton.” F 
Vet, for this pleaſure we are wholly indebted to 
that aſtoniſhing piece of heavenly workmanſhip, 
the EYE, and the ſeveral organs of fi ight, Let 
the eye be diſtempered, and all objects, which 
cho they remain the ſame themſelves, to us loſe 
their beauty and luſtre — let the ge be fotally deſtroy- 
ed, then the ſenſe which depends upon it, is Joſe 


allo, and the whole body is full of darkneſs. So it 
18 
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18 ah that Maſon, who has not a frame and tem: 
per of mind adapted to our inſtitution, without 
which the blended allurements of pleaſure and in- 
ſtruction to be found in a Lodge, muſt become 
taſteleſs and of none effect. Likewiſe let his conduct 
and circumflances in life be ſuch, as may not have 
the leaſt tendency to diminiſh the credit of the ſor. 
ciety : and be ye ever diſpoſed to honor GOOD MEN 
for their virtues, and wWIs E MEN for their know- 
ledge : good men for propogating virtue and 
religion all over the world, and wiſe men for en- 
couraging arts and ſciences, and diffuſing them 
from eaſt to weſt, and between north and ſouth ; 
rejecting all, who are not of © good repute,” © ſound 
morals,” and “ competent underſtandings.” Hence 
you will derive honor and happineſs to yourſelves, 
and drink deeply of thoſe ſtreams of felicity, which 
the unenlightened never can be moe! with a 
taſte of. | 


Fos by theſe means, exceſs and irregularity muſt 
be ſtrangers within your walls. On ſobriety your 
pleaſure depends, on regularity your reputation, and 
not your reputation only, but the reputation of the 
whole body, 

TuksE general cautions, if duly attended to, 
will continually evince your wiſdom by their effects, 
for J can with confidence aver from experience, that 
nothing more contributes to the diſſolution of 2 
lodge, than too great a number of members * in- 

D 2 diſcriminately 


* IT would be as abſurd to imagine, that happineſs is found 
f in 5 
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diſcriminately made ; want of regulation in their 


expences, and keeping unſeaſonable hours. 


To guard againſt this fatal conſequence, we 
ſhall do well to cultivate the following virtues, viz. 
& Prudence,” ** Temperance,” and “ Frugalitv.“ Vir- 
tnes, which are the beſt and propereſſ ſupports 
of every community. 


PrxUDENCE is the Queen and Guide of all os 
ther virtues, the ornament of our actions, the ſquare 


and rule of our affairs. It is the knowledge and 


choice of thoſe things we muſt either approve or 
reject; and implies to conſult and deliberate well ; 
- to judge and reſolve well to conduct and exc- 
cute well. 


TEMPERANCE conſiſts in the government of 
our appetites and affections, ſo as to uſe the 


good things of this life as not to abuſe them, 
either by a ſordid and ungrateful parſimony on 
tlie one hand, or a profuſe and prodigal indul- 
"gence to exceſs, on the other, This virtue 
has many very powerful arguments in its fa: 


vor ; for, as we value our health, wealth, reputa- 
tion, family and friends, our character, as men, 


as chriſtians, as members of ſociety in gene- 
ral, and as Free-maſons in particular, all con- 
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in a NUMEROUs Lodge where the members are indiſcriminate- 


ly admitted, as to think that true greatneſs conſiſts in ſize and 
dimenſions; for as Mr. Pope obſerves, ** Let an edifice be ever 


e ſp vaſt, opleſs the parts relate to each other in HARMONY, the 


4% MOR STFOUS WHOLE will be but 2 cluſter of LITTLENESSES 


s unnaturally ciouded together.“ 


f 


ſpire to call on us for the exerciſe of this virtue; 
in ſhort, it comprehends a ſtrict obſervance of the 
apoſtle's exhortation ; “ Be ye temperate in all 
things,“ not only avoiding what is in itſelf impro- 
per, but alſo, whatever has the leaſt or moſt remote 
appearance of impropriety, that the tongue of the 
ſlanderer may be ſtruck dumb, and malevolence 


diſarmed of its ſting. 


FRUGALITy the natural affociate of prudence 
and /emperance, is what the meaneſt ſtation neceſſari- 
ly calls for, the moſt exalted cannot diſpenſe with. 
It is abſolutely requifite in all ſtations, it is highly 
neceſſary to the ſupporting every defirable charac- 


ter, to the eſtabliſhment of every ſociety, to the 


intereſt of every individual in the community. It 
is a moral, it is a chriſtian virtue. It implies the 
ſtrict obſervation of decorum in the ſeaſons of re- 
laxation, and of every enjoyment, and is that tem- 
per of mind which is diſpoſed to employ every ac. 
quiſition to the glory of the giver, our own hap- 
pineſs, and that of our fellow- creatures. 


I we fail not in the exerciſes of theſe virtues, 
(which are eſſential ſupports of every lodge of 
FREE and AccEPTED MasoNs) they will ef- 
fectually ſecure us from thoſe unconſtitutional prac- 
tices, which have proved ſo fatal to this ſociety, 
For prudence will diſcover the abſurdity and fol- 
ly of expecting true harmony, without due atten- 
tion to the choice of our members. Temperance will 
check every appearance of exceſs, and fix rational 
limitations to eur hours of enjoyment, And fru- 

| gality 
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gality will proſcribe extravagance, and Keep our ex- 
pences within proper bounds. 


Tart Lacedemonians had a law among them, 
that every one ſhould ſerve the Gods with as little 
expence as he could, herein differing from all other 
Grecians; and LY Gus being aſked, For what 
reaſon he made this inſtitution, ſo diſagreeable to 
the ſentiments of all other men? Anſwered, left 
at any time the ſervice of the Gods ſhould be in- 
termitted, for he feared, if religion ſhould be as 
expenſive there, as in other parts of Greece, it 
might ſometime or other happen that the divine 
worſhip out of the covetouſneſs of ſome, and the po- 
verty of others, would be neglected. This obſer- 
vation will hold equally good with reſpect to Maſons, 
and will, I hope, by them be properly applied, 


wou not be underſtood here to mean, that 
becauſe theſe three moral virtues are particularly 
pointed out, as eſſentially neceſſary to the good diſ- 
cipline and ſupport of a Lodge, nothing more is re- 
quired, for ſocial muſt be united with moral excel- 
lencies ; was a man to be merely prudent, tempe- 
rate and frugal, and yet be unaccuſtomed to the 
duties of humanity, fincerity, generoſity, &c. he 
would be at moſt but a zſeleſß, if not a worthleſs 
member of ſociety, and a much worſe Maſon. 


IN the next place permit me to remind you, that 

a due attendance on the Lodge for your own im- 

provement, and the reputation of Maſonry in gene- 

ral, is abſolutely neceſſary ; for your own improve- 
ment, becauſe the advantages naturally reſulting 
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from practice of principles therein taught, are the 
higheſt ornament of human nature; and for the 
credit of the community, becauſe it is your indiſ- 
penſible duty to ſupport ſuch a character in life as 
there enjoined. The prevalency of good example 
is great, and no language is fo expreſſive as a con- 
ſiſtent life and converſation ; theſe once forfeited in 
the Maſonic Character, will diminiſh a man, not 
only in the eſteem of perſons of ſenſe, learning, and 
probity, but even men of inferior qualities will ſel- 


dom fail of making a proper diſtinction. 


You are well acquainted, that the envious and 
cenſorious are ever diſpoſed to form their judgments 
of mankind according to their conduct in public 
life, ſo when the members of our ſociety deſert their 
body, or diſcover any inconſiſtency in their practice 
with their profeſſion, they contribute to bring an o- 
dium on a profeſſion, which it is the duty of every 
member highly to honor. Indeed inſtances of the 
conduct here decried, I own, are very rare, and I 
might ſay, as often as they do happen, tend ſtill 
more to diſcover the malignity of our adverſaries than 
to reflect on ourſelves, For, with what ill-nature 
are ſuch ſuggeſtions framed ? How weak muſt it 
appear in the eye of diſcernment; to condemn a whole 
ſociety for the irregularity of a few individuals. 


„ Bor 


*. Tno' there ſhould be Free-Maſons who cool y and without 
agitation of mind, ſeem to have diveſted themſelves of all affecti- 
on and eſteem for the Craft; we only ſee thereby the effects of 
an exquiſite and inveterate depravation, for the principle is al- 
moſt always preſerved, tho” its effects ſeem to be totally Ioſt. 


[ 24 J 
ZBor to return to my argument; one great cauſe 
of abſenting ourſelves from the Lodge, I apprehend 
to be his: The want of that grand fundamental 
principle, Brotherly-Love! Did we properly cul- 
tivate this Chriſtian virtue, we ſhould think our- 
ſelves happieſt when aſſembled together. On nity 
in affeflion, unity in government ſubſiſts ; for what- 
ever draws men into ſocieties, it is that only can ce- 
ment them. 


LET us recollect that Love is the new and 
greateſt commandment; all the others are ſumma- 
rily comprehended in this. It is the fulfilling of 
the law, and a neceſſary qualification for the celeſtial 
Lodge, where the Supreme Architect of the univerſe 
preſides, who is Love. Faith, Hype, and Charity 
are the three principal graces, by which we muſt 
be guided thither, of which chari:y, or univerſal love 
is the chief, when faith ſhall be ſwallowed up in 
viſion, and hope in enjoyment, then true charily or 
brotherly love, will ſhine with the brighteſt luſtre to 


all eternity, 


„ Shall ſtand before the hoſt of heaven confeſt, 


“% For ever bleſſing, and for ever ble ft.” 
PRIOR on 13th chap. Cor, 


Ox the other hand, envy, pride, cenſoriouſneſs, 
malice, revenge, and diſcord, are the productions 
of a diabolical - diſpofition. Theſe are epidemical 
diſordèrs of the mind, and if not ſeaſonably correct- 
ed and ſuppreſſed will prove very pernicious to par- 
. ticular communities, and more eſpecially to ſuch an 


eſtabliſhment as ours . 
Now 


t 

1 Now there is nothing ſo diametrically oppolite 
to them, and ſo powerful an antidote againſt them 
as charity „ or true brotherly-love ; for inſtance, Are 

ve tempted to envy ? Charity guards the mind a- 
gainſt it, charity envieth nor. Are we tempted by 
pride? Charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed 
up. Where this virtue is predominant, humility 
is both its companion and its delight; for the cha 
ritable man puts on the bowels of mercy, km 
neſs, and lowlineſs of mind. It is a certain remedy 
likewiſe againſt all cenſori-ſmeſs 3 Charity thinketh 
no evil, but believeth all things, hopeth ail things, 
will ever incline us to believe and hope the beſt, e. 
ſpecially of a Brother. Therefore let a conſtant 
exerciſe of this chriſtian virtue, ſo eſſential to out 
preſent and future happineſs, prove our great eſteem 
for it, and by its influence upon our lives and acti- 
ons teſtify to the world the cultivation of it among 
us, that they who think or ſpeak evil of us, may 
be thereby confounded and put to open ſhame, 
And as it was a proverbial expreſſion among the 
enemies of "Chriſtianity in its infancy, © See how 
cc theſe Chriſtians love one another,” may the ſame 
with equal propriety be ſaid of Free-Maſons. This 
will convince the ſcoffer and. ſlanderer, we are 
Jovers of him, who ſaid, & Tf ye jove me keep my 
* commandments ;” and * this is my command- 
ment, that ye love one another as I have loved you.“ 
This will prove to our enemies, that a good Maſon 
is a good Man, and a good Chriſtian, and afford 
ourſelves the greateſt comfort here by giving us a 
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. well-grounded hope of admittance i into a Lodge of 


everlaſting felicity hereafter. Thus ſhall our inſti- 
tution be enabled to repel. the deſtructive power 
of Tin, the ſtrongeſt arm of calumny, and 


the ſevereſt ſtrokes { of reproach, till that great, that 


important day, when the commiſſioned arch- angel 
ſhall pronounce this awful ſentence, 
Earth be diſſolv'd, with all the Worlds on high, 


« And Time be loſt i in vaſt Eternity.” | 
O vi. 
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